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SUPPLEMENTAL 

REPO R T 

TO THE 

NINETEENTH REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMISSIONERS 

Appointed to inquire into the Duties, Salaries and Emoluments of 
the several Officers, Clerks, and Ministers of Justice, in 
all Temporal and Ecclesiastical Courts in Ireland. 

COURTS OF PREROGATIVE AND FACULTIES. 



TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

IN HIS HIGH COURT OF CHANCERY. 

"XA/'E, Your Majesty s Commissioners, whose hands and seals are hereunto set 
▼ ▼ having in our Report on the subject of the Courts of Prerogative and 
Faculties, lately submitted to Your Majesty, referred to certain Letters Patent of 
Your Majesty’s predecessor, King Charles I., bearing date in the 2d year of his 
reign, under which powers are granted to the Archbishop of Armagh and his 
successors to appoint the Register of those Courts ; which Report, in reference to 
those Letters Patent, contains the following words : “ This Grant, amongst other 
things, gives and confirms unto the then Archbishop of Armagh and his suc- 
“ cessors, full power and authority to make, constitute and appoint all and singular 
*• the Register or Registers, Actuary or Actuaries, Pursuivants, and other officers 
“ and ministers of the Courts of Prerogative and Faculties, and to grant the 
“ said offices and every of them to any person or persons, for term of life or 
“ during good behaviour, at the will and pleasure of the said Archbishop of the 
“ said See for the time being, and in as large, ample manner, and with such fees, 
“ perquisites and profits respectively, as to the like offices are usually granted by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury in England.” By a subsequent part of said 
Patent it is provided “ That none of said offices shall be granted for any longer 
“ term or estate than for term of one life only, in possession ; and that no grant 
“ shall be made of any of the said offices in reversion ; and if any grant shall be 
“ made in reversion, or for any longer term or estate than for term of one life only 
“ in possession, the same shall receive no strength or corroboration by the said 
“ Letters Patent, nor the successor of the Archbishop, making such grant, incur 
“ any penalty or contempt by impeaching or avoiding the same. And it is fur- 
“ ther provided, that the said offices, and every of them, shall be granted to be 
“ executed by the grantees thereof by themselves in person, and not by any 
“ deputy or substitute whatsoever;” and we therein stated that we had not dis- 
covered any subsequent statute or grant enlarging the powers or authority of the 
Archbishop of Armagh in that respect, and that finding in those Letters Patent 
such expressly restrictive provisoes respecting the tenure of the office of Registe. 
of these Courts, which the Archbishop of Armagh is empowered to e-rant as also 
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the maimer in which the duties are to be executed, we knew not how to account 
or the power which was claimed and exercised of granting the office of Register 
to two persons during their natural lives, and the life of the longer liver of them 
with power of appointing a deputy for performance of the duties; or the right 
which had been assumed and exercised by persons holding the office of delegating 
the duties to a deputy We proceeded further to state in the said Report that the 
appointment to the office of Register for any longer tenure than the term of one 
life and the conferring the power of appointing a deputy, appeared to ns an excess 
of the authority vested in the Archbishop of Armagh by the Letters Patent of 
Charles I. ; and we recommended that the exercise of the powers conferred by the 
Letters Patent should be strictly conformable to the terms of the grant, both with 
respect to the duration of the interest in the office, and the mode in which its 
duties are to be exercised. 

No reference was made in the returns of the Register or Deputy to any further 
grant enlarging the powers of the Archbishop, relative to the appointment of those 
officers ; nor was such recited or noticed in any of the instruments laid before us, 
n u mm ‘ h 7 " eI ' C a PP oin ‘ ed - A se”ch which we caused to be made in the 
Rolls Office for any grant relative to the Courts of Prerogative or Faculties, sub- 
sequent to the date of the Letters Patent of the 2 d of Charles I., proved ineffec- 
tual and there being no statute on the subject, we were led to the conclusion 
contained in the Report, that the appointments of the Registers, as therein stated 
were made without sufficient authority. 

t J“ b8K r> hoover, to our having presented the Report, we ascertained that 
in iL Rffi Lett<irS f v™ 1 r !}j tl “g t0 the Courts of Prerogative and Faculties, dated 
n the 8th year of King Charles I., and enrolled, which escaped our search ■ a 
copy of which is subjoined. They are entitled in the margin of the roll “ A Grant 
‘ ,, th L .° rd , Btshop of Armagh to take surrenders,'' and the first part empowers 
the then Archbishop to accept surrenders of leases of lands belonging to the See 
made by him or his predecessors, and to re-demise them, with the consent of the 
Dean and Chapter, for such terms as by those leases were formerly granted • but 
at the conclusion, provisions relating to these Courts are contained in the follow- 
ing words And furthermore, of our abundant grace, certain knowledge and 
„ i"7 0n ’ We d °, for us, our heirs and successors, by these presents, with 

„ , advice and consent aforesaid, and according to the tenor and true meaning 
„ ,°‘ °“ r 5ald Le “ e !j s > P™ and grant unto the said Archbishop of Armagh, and 
„ success °rs, full and free power and liberty to grant unto one or two such 
“ rate T d “ 16 1*7 1 ,hm “ t ? r make choice “ f > ^ o' offices of Substi- 
“ & i Ud F S ’ 7 der 7 them ' “ ° ur Court of Prerogative in our 

i. d gd , f T IreI , an , d aS aforesaid, to have and to hold the said office unto them, 
„ j I” 8 * he lfe o^.ffiem or the survivor of them. And moreover, of our abun- 
„ f™ 1 S race ' oertam knowledge and mere motion, We do further, for us, our 
„ j s and “accessors, by these presents, with the advice and consent aforesaid 

„ tv Tf “Ev°l, the te r”°A r ™ d 5 6Ct ° f 0Ur said Letters, give and grant unto 
„ S® aald Archbishop of Armagh, and his successors, full and free power and 
liberty to grant unto one or two such sufficient men, during their lives and the 
shall make choice of, the office lr offices ^f Register 
„ . u ° Ur . Prcrogative Court and Faculties, in our said Kingdom of 

“ Deputies be elIer0 ' Sed by thera or eitiler of them, or their sufficient Deputy or 

end 11 * ?‘ S , C0Very ° f i* 16 ex!,t c“ ce °f tlese last-mentioned Letters Patent has 
rendered ff necessary for us to lay before Your Majesty this Supplemental Report, 
in order to supply a defect in that recently submitted to Your Majesty, occasioned 
by our not being aware of any further powers having been granted to the Arch- 
PateTof ;b rl ” ag ’ d res P “t to these Courts, than tgose contained in the Letters 
, f * f ha sec ° nd yea ' “ f Km S Charles the First: our opinion as to the 
Ef 7n full 7%°"'”“' Itthon contained in that Report, which is in substance, 
wbf, , i ! he Re fj ter \ lMmld be re quired to perform his duties in person, 

ffie P “ y ’- “ d *t at the , tC ” Ure of the offlce sho “ ld »»t exceed the life of 

me grantee, remains unchanged. 

realirinwffi’P 16 °f re ndering offices in the several Courts of Justice effective, by 

SrSrmir manCe J 0f J thedutieS a,,ached ,0 fficm'cyffic principals, has 
been umiormly recommended m our former Reports, approved of by Your 

Majesty’s 
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Majesty s Government, and, by successive legislative regulations, has, with 
respect to the greater number of ministerial offices in the superior Courts of Law 
and Equity, been adopted in this kingdom. We see no reason why this principle 
should not apply to Courts of Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, equally with Courts of 
Law and Equity. 

When we submitted' our last Report to Your Majesty, conceiving that the 
Letters Patent of the second year of Charles I. restrained the power of the Arch- 
bishop in the appointment to the office of Register of these Courts within the 
limits and according to the principle above stated, we recommended merely that 
the provisions of those Letters Patent should be enforced ; but as the restrictions 
on the power of the Archbishop, in the appointment to this office, have been taken 
away by the subsequent grant to him dispensing with them, it becomes necessary- 
in order to carry our recommendation into effect, again to limit the condition to 
the terms of the grant of the second of Charles I. 

In recommending the adoption of this change in the tenure and powers of the 
Register, we have felt ourselves at liberty, as we have done in similar cases in our 
former Reports, to consider the office as if vacant. 

All which we humbly submit to Your Majesty’s most gracious consideration, 

HENRY KEMM 1 S. 

BERTRAM MITFORD 

WILLIAM WYNNE. 

PETER LOW. 

CONWAY E. DOBBS. 

Dated the 15th day of May,| 

1830. J 



(l. s.) 
(l. s.) 
(L.S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 



(A true Copy.) 

Godfrey Fetherston H, 

Secretary to the Commissioners. 
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SUPPLEMENT to NINETEENTH REPORT, &c. 



Copy GRANT unto the Archbishop of Armagh. 



CHARLES, by the grace of God, Kinge of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland 
A Grant unto » the Defender of the Faith, &c. To all men to whome these pnts shall come greetiuge, Know yec 
of°A rm h t t k that Wee ’ res P osin S e special! trust and cpnfidence in the wisdome, fidelity and circum- 
Surrenders &c s P ectl .°? of our . ri 8 ht » lrustie and wel-beloved, the Most reverend Father in God, James, 

s ‘ , b .Y Divine Providence, Lord Archbishop of Armagh, and Primate and Metropolitan of all 

Ireland ; and for diverse other good causes and considerations, Us thereunto especially 
movinge, of our especiall grace, certain knowledge and mere moiion, by the advice and 
consent of our right trustie and well-beloved cosens and counsellors, Adam Lord Viscount 
Loftus of Ely, our chancellor of our said realme of Ireland, and Richard Earl of Cork, lord 
high treasurer of the same, our lords justices of our said realme of Ireland, and according 
to the tenor and effect of our letters under our hand and privy seal, dated at our pallace of 
Westminster, the seaven and twentieth day of November, in the sixt year of our reign, and 
now enrolled in the Rolls of our High Court of Chancerie, in our said realme of Ireland, 
have given and granted, and by these pats, for us our heirs and successors, doe give, grannie 
and confirme, unto the said Archbishopp of Armagh full and free power and libtie, as well to 
accept the sevall surrender or surrenders of the estates of all and singular the leasses of 
the said archbishopp or his pdecessors, their exors, admors or assigns, or any of them, 
and to re-demise and lease againe, with the consent and assent of the Deane and 
Chapter of the cathedrall church of St. Patrick’s of Armagh, for the tyme being, 
or the greater pte of them, to the said surrenderers resply, their exors, admors or 
assigns, the soe to be surrendered pmises, and all other the lands and hereditaments 
belonginge to that sea, for and during such term of years as by their leases so surren- 
dered were formerly granted unto them, for and under such yearly rent and services 
as are now reserved upon the leases and grants made as aforesaid : And furthermore, 
of our abundant grace, certain knowledge and meere mociSn, Wee doe for us, our heirs 
and successors, by these pnts, with the advice and consent aforesaid, and according to 
the tenor and true meaninge of our said letters, give and grannte unto the said Archbishopp 
of Armagh, and his successors, full and free power and libej tie to grannte unto one or two 
such able men as he shall thinke fitt or make choise of, the office or offices of Substitute, 
Judge or Judges, under him or them, in our Courte of Prerogative, in our kingdome of 
Ireland as aforesaid, to have and to hold the saic! office unto them during the life of them 
or the survivor of them. And moreover, of our abundant grace, certain knowledge and 
meere motion, Wee doe further for us, our heirs and successors, by these Pn is, with the 
advice and cousent aforesaid, and accordinge to the tenor and effect of our said letters, give 
and grannte unto the said Archbishopp of Armagh, and his succesS, full and free power 
and libtie to grannt unto one or two such sufficient men, duringe their lives, and the longer 
liver of them, as he shall make choice of, the office or offices of Register or Registers in 
our Prerogative Courte and Faculties in our said kingdome of Ireland, to be exercised 
by them or either of them, or their sufficient deputie or deputies : And likewise of our 
aboundant special grace, certain knowledge and meere motion, Wee will, and by these 
pnts for us, our heirs and successors, wtK the advice and consent aforesaid, and ac- 
cordinge to the tenor and effect of our said Ires, doe give and grannt to the said 
Archbishopp of Armagh, and to his succesS, that these our Ires patents, or the 
inrollment of them, shall be in all and all things firme, avayleable, good, sufficient 
and effectuall in lawe, against us, our heirs, and succesS, as well in all our courts 
or elsewhere, without any confirmations, licences or allowances of us, our heirs, or 
succesS, hereafter by the said Archbishopp of Armagh or his succesS to be pcured or 
obtained, any statute, act, ordinance, pvision, or any other matter, cause or thinge 
whatsoever to the contrarie in any sort notwithstandinge, or any conditions specified in 
any tres patents granted by our deare Father of ever blessed memorie, to Xpfer, late Arch- 
bishopp of Armagh, or any his pdecessors Archbishopps of Armaghe, to the contrarie 
notwithstanding, although expresse menconi &c. In witness whereof, we have caused these 
our tres to be made patents. Witness our said Justices of our said Realme of Ireland, att 
Dublin, the nynteenth day of June in the eight year of our reign.” 

Virtute trar dni Regis ab. Angt. miss’, et manu. sua ppia signat.” 



Rolls Office, 1 
13th May 1830./ 



R.Wogan, Deputy Keeper of the Rolls. 
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